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TAGS: SENV, JA 

SUBJECT: DISPOSAL OF POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS (PCBS) BY 
JAPAN 

REFERENCES: (1) TOKYO 8955; (2) STATE 121594 

1 . EPA INFORMS THAT IT HAS NEITHER CONSULTED WITH 
JAPANESE OFFICIALS (GOVERNMENT OR PRIVATE) ON OCEAN COM- 
BUSTION OF 6,600 TONS OF PCBS AS REPORTED BY JAPANESE 
PRESS (REF. 1), NOR BEEN ASKED FOR ADVICE OR ASSISTANCE ON 
THIS SPECIFIC ACTIVITY. 

2. EPA MARINE PROTECTION BRANCH HAS, OVER PAST SEVERAL 
YEARS, HAD INFORMAL CONTACTS WITH JAPANESE OFFICIALS ON 
GENERAL SUBJECT OF OCEAN INCINERATION OF ORGANOCHLORIDE 
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COMPOUNDS, AND HAS PROVIDED WRITTEN MATERIAL ON CONTINUING 
BASIS. IT HAS NOT REPEAT NOT BEEN CONTACTED RE SUBJECT 
PCB INCINERATION. 

3. EPA HAS HAD NO REPEAT NO DIRECT EXPERIENCE WITH PCB 
COMBUSTION AT SEA, ONLY ON LAND WHERE IT HAS CARRIED OUT 
EXPERIMENTAL TESTING AND MONITORING. IT HAS, OVER A THREE 
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YEAR PERIOD, CARRIED OUT SMOKE STACK TESTING AND AIR AND 
WATER SAMPLING IN CONNECTION WITH OCEAN-BASED INCINERATION 
OF PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIAL WASTES (MIXTURES OF ORGANO- 

CHLORIDE COMPOUNDS) IN GULF OF MEXICO. MEASUREMENTS INDI- 
CATED LITTLE RELEASE OF POTENTIALLY TOXIC RESIDUES, AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT APPEARED VIRTUALLY NON-EXISTENT. 

4. NOTEWORTHY THAT GULF OF MEXICO COMBUSTION (AND EPA 
MONITORING) WAS CARRIED OUT ON SAME DUTCH-OPERATED SHIP. 
VOLCANUS, THAT APPARENTLY WOULD BE USED FOR INCINERA- 
TION OF JAPANESE PCBS. SHIP SCHEDULED TO PROCEED JAPAN 
FOLLOWING FORTHCOMING AND MUCH-PUBLICIZED COMBUSTION OF 
"HERBICIDE ORANGE" OFF JOHNSTON ISLAND. 

5. ALTHOUGH CHEMISTRY OF GULF OF MEXICO WASTES DIFFERS, 

EPA BELIEVES PCB COMBUSTION BY VOLCANUS WOULD BE VIRTUAL- 
LY COMPLETE AND NON-HAZARDOUS, WITH LITTLE POTENTIALLY 
HARMFUL RESIDUES ENTERING OCEAN OR ATMOSPHERE. 

6. INFORMATION IN PARAS. 1 -3 ABOVE MAY BE USED AT 
EMBASSY'S DISCRETION IF IT BECOMES NECESSARY TO RESPOND 
TO ANY ALLEGED U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN, OR APPROVAL OF, 

OCEAN INCINERATION OF JAPANESE PCBS. EPA VIEWS ON 
POTENTIAL IMPACT OF PCB COMBUSION (PARA. 5) SHOULD NOT 
BE MADE PUBLIC, HOWEVER, AS THERE IS INSUFFICIENT INFOR- 
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MATION AVAILABLE HERE ON WHICH TO BASE FIRM CONCLUSION. 
DEPARTMENT WISHES TO BE KEPT CLOSELY INFORMED OF 
EVENTS. 

VANCE 
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